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Minor Residential Construction for Parcels Owned 

Since 1980 

MDEQ 
LWMD 
MP/GP 

 
 

Use this table to determine the criteria, fee, and requirements needed to complete your permit application 

Regulatory 
Reference 

Fee 
 

General Guidance Application 
Requirements 

 
303. Wetlands 
Protection 
 
General 
Permit 
Category Q 

 
$100 
 
 

 
Construction or expansion of a Single Family 
Residence, must meet all of the following: 
• Ownership of land has been maintained 

by immediate family since Oct. 1, 1980 
 This minor fill permit can be used 

only once on land owned prior to 
Oct. 1, 1980; (1 permit per family) 

 This minor fill permit cannot be 
used in conjunction with the 
general driveway application 

• Total fill area is one quarter (¼) acre or 
less for all phases of residential 
construction including construction for 
driveways, garages, sheds, foundation, 
well, or septic system 

• Any associated garage or small storage 
shed does not exceed 100 square feet 

• Fill is not placed in any part of wetland 
that that is inundated with water and that 
serves at any time as a habitat for fish 
and or wildlife 

• Upland property is utilized to its fullest 
• Proposed fill is on the least resource 

damaging area of the property 
• On- and off-site impacts are minimized 
• Septic systems pump back to uplands  
• Filled area around foundation is 15 feet or 

less from edge of foundation to toe of 
slope 

• Fill slopes are no flatter than 1 vertical to 4 
horizontal  

• Does not include fill for lawn, landscaping 
or recreation 
 

 
• Sections 1-9, & 10A, 12 
• Others such as 10B, 11, 

13, 15, 20, & 21 may 
apply 

• Provide site specific site 
plan & cross section 
drawing 

• Site location map 
• All maps & drawings 

must be reproducible 
• Stake project 

location(s) 
• Provide photos 
• Refer to sample 

drawings on back or in 
Appendix B: 1, 5, 9, 19, 
20  

 
Additional drawings 34 & 35 
are available in the JPA 
Training Manual at 
www.michigan.gov/jointpermit
 

 

 
*Project must represent the least damaging alternative to the regulated resource.  This information is to be used solely as a 
guide to assist individuals in filling out the joint permit application.  Note that not every project will fall into the above listed 
fee categories. If staff determines more information and/or a higher fee is needed before the application can be 
considered administratively complete, you will be notified and the file will be closed.  Review of the application, up to 6 
months from the closure date, will continue when all of the requested information is received.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/jointpermit


 
 
 

 

Sample Drawing 9 

 

 


